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Roman Church, but also formulated for himself and for all of man-

%}undh;: new kind of ethical and psychological awareness: and how
r ky - i = : -
at the end, this awareness, too, was marred by a return of the
demons, whoever they may have been. 5
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Obedience—To Whom?

At 115 height, Luther’s rebellion centered in the question of man's
differental debt of obedience to God, to the Pope, and to Caesar—

or rather, to the multitude of Caesars then emerging. At the begin-| |\

ning of his career another and, as it were, preparatory diclmmnwi’

precrccupied him: that berween the obedience owed to his natural |

x |
father, whose views were always brutally clear, and the obedience °

gwed to the Father in heaven, from whom young Luther had re-|
ceived a dramatic but equivocal call. G

The earlier dichotomy actually followed Luther far into the man- [ |

W

having defied emperor and Pope, and having become the spokesman | ;

hood of his theological struggles; as late as in his thirry-eighth year, |

of God’s word, Luther appealed to his natural father in a preface|
to the work in which he justifies the abandonment of his monastic
vows (De Votis Monasticis): “Would you not rather have lost a
hundred sons than miss this glory? . . . For who ean doubt that I
stand in the service of the Word?” ! When he had found a new
agency to disobey, namely, the Pope, he had to tell his facher pub-
licly that he had finally obeyed him; but we cannot overlook the
ambivalent wish to be right at all costs, for he adds: “Would you
still want to tear me out [of the monastery]? . . . In order to save
you from a sense of vainglory, God outdistanced you and took me
out himself. . . .” 2 Thuos Luther stated to all the world (for his
works were then best-sellers) not only that his father had opposed
the monastic career, but also that the son had belatedly made this
4
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opposition his own—to God's glory, not the father’s. At the same
time, we can only wonder at the naiveté with which Luther insisted
on airing, to the widest possible public, conflicts which seem too
ordinary for a man of his stature. Or are they so ordinary? Perhaps
only a man of such stature could be .~.'utﬁc'tcnt[:f sensitive to the per-
sonal conflicts that contributed to his theological decisions, and
would have enough honesty to talk about them. Being a rebellious
theologian, not an armchair psychologist, Luther described his con-
flicts in surprising, sometimes blustering, and often unreliable words,
But one cannot help feeling that Luther often publicly confessed
just those matters which Freud, more than three hundred years
later (enlightenment having reached the psychalogical point of no
return) faced explicitly, and molded into concepts, when, studying
his dreams, he challenged and disciplined the neurotic component
of his intellectual search.
But now it is time for facts. There are only a few facts about
uther’s childhood: his father was a miner who had left the farm;
his parents were hard, thrifty, and superstitious, and bear their bay;
and school was monotonous and cruel, Martin gleaned from the
{ combined harshness of home, school, and what he considered the
Church's exclusive precccupation with the last judgment, a world-
mood of guilt and sadness which “drove him into monkishness.”
Excnpr for bits of often questionable amplification here or there,
and some diligent background study by the biographers (especially
Scheel), these are all the facts we have. If any dc:u:r:nininf__:; insight
had to be drawn from this material alone, it would be betrer not
to begin. But a clinician’s training permits, and in fact forces, him to
recognize major trends even where the facts are not all available;
at any point in a treatment he can and must be able to make mean-
ingful predictions as to what will prove to have happened; and he
must be able to sift even questionable sources in such a way that a
coherent predictive hypothesis emerges. The proof of the validicy
of this approach lies in everyday psychoanalytic work, in the way
that a whole episode, a whole life period, or even of a whole life
trend is gradually clarified in therapeutic crises leading to decisive
advances or setbacks sufficiently circumscribed to suggest future
strategies. In biography, the validity of any relevant theme can
only lie in its erucial recurrence in a man's development, and in its
relevance to the balance shect of his victories and defeats. In dis-
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Real peasants, rechte Bauern, Luther calls his father “mfl gr:z:d;
father: and it has become customary to call Luther a p:c:llba:_ul:: =
pcas:mr':: son. Even quite maodern W{Jrl{.ﬁi spc_zk of L1I|.rlu. r's .l; ;ISE
nostalgia for a peasant’s life, such as Ihc is said to have n?np‘::]:, Eh o
1.;|1i1d,h‘:"|:t Luther's father, in Luther's memory, never the the o
of a peasant; and Martin as a child never knew whatever én:no:g_:;;lar
ity the life of the German peasant may have hlnd to offer at_ -
time. On the contrary, he was 2 sccm!d—gencmtmn ex-peasant; anc
we in America have learned a few things nhr?ut sctrund-glcnerrnml:-n
migrants. Martin’s father, in bis early twentes, had rf' t.::n.::h; 1;
gr:ndfat]wr's farm in Thuringia. The law was that ul.:ler mm;d:,uel }1:: :
a paternal farm to the youngest brother; an older son cou . c1z t;;;r
become the youngest brother's sharecropper, marry Into I'I:]md d
farm, or leave and seek work elsewhere. H:}ns Il.ud::_r decided t
work in the mines, and moved to Eisleben with his ':.J-f{Fc,h }tf];:': 'Iw:s
then pregnant with Martin. Half a year afrfr ?".'I;_lrtlr- .h 1::! 51;1:; c};
moved again, this tdme to Mansfeld, a thriving copper a
m’{::;ﬁ:;::;ﬂ;m:h enforced migration nmfmt to It]m rest f.:f tli;nmie
oldest sons, it is, [ think, possible to trace in Martin that split about
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ancestral images which is apt to occur in the second generation of
migrating families. Sometimes to be *a peasant™ meant to him to be
rusticus et durts—the kind of hard Simp]il::jt}f he was pleased to call
his own; at other times he felt a nostalgia for the muddy paradise
of the village, which was expressed in the sermon on the sow: bur
in his later years, with increasing fmquency and wvehemence, he
divorced himself from the German peasant whom he condemned
for being vulgar, violent, and animal-like. During the grear Peasants’
War, he used his efficient propaganda machine to suggest the ruth-
less extermination of all rebellious peasants—those same peasants
who, ar the beginning, had looked to him as one of their natural
leaders. Yet toward the end of his life he accused himself of having
the blood of these peasants on his head—the brow of which had
never known a peasant’s sweat. (Possibly he overstared things; yet
the peasants might never have gone as far as they did in challenging
their masters had it not been for their faith in Luther, and, because
of him, their faith in a new image of man. We will come back to
this.) The main point is that the second-generation ex-peasant
Luther was high[:.r ambivalent about his ancestry.
The sociologist might see in Luther's turning against the German
peasants a reflection of the inexorable class war; and he would be
jquite right as far g5 | his theory and his-histerieal curiosity 7 go. How-

* e , — x —
slever, this interpretation ignores the pivotal role of childhood and
\.\ T

youth in the transfer of positive or negative values from generation
to generation. Luther's childhood illustrates the fact thar adherence
{to an occupation, or rather an “estate,” such as that of peasant, can-
| not remain a reliable factor in one's inner sense of continuity unless
.:' one is involved in the common hardships, hopes, and hates of that
/estate. These alone keep an ideology relevant. Luther’s father not

\ lanly abandoned a peasant’s identity, he also turned against it, de-

_,{'cluping and imposing on his children in the shortest possible time
['those virtues which would serve the pursuit of new goals: the nega-
proletatization which befell many ex-
peasants; and the positive goal of working himself up into the mana-

gerial class of miners. Incidentally, Martin's mother was of urban
jorigin; it is not clear how she came to marry a disinherited peasant,

{but it stands to reason that she supported his fight upward, In
| Martin’s upbringing, then, the image of a peasant may have become

what we call a negative identity fragment, .., an identity a family

—

!
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sches to live down—even though it may snntimenmlliz_:: it -:tt mo-
e 1 the mere hint of which it tries fo suppress in its ch:lah_-en.
mt‘j}"?'_'grlz.l; of fact, the literature on Luther abounds in 1’.1?1: Same
% ’ Tﬂl’l 12:: In nru:1 place a reference to his peasant nature 15 made
umtm:]l L;_ine. his sturdiness; in another, to explain his vulgarity and
T?:}:Ehzidcdness; and Nietzsche, for example, calls him a Berg-
?:'r.im.'smbn, a miner'’s son {lltsm]i]}', the son of a man of the moun

i ' rants him honor.

m’T’ :I :EF: :F :Irl'l]:[t:?.ctrniiﬂt]mse days was hard, but honorable a;nd
Wci]]-lregutatcd. Roman ]:_w.-' had not Pelnmfmtcd _Foh':t-, fs;ﬂf;q::ﬁn:::;g
slave-labor, it had a self-regulating dignity, mltl n_mx_t i u_m;
sanitadon laws, and minimum wages. By succeeding ||:1I i .?imﬁun o
when he did, Hans Luder not only escaped :h.e pro ;1:.1 e
the landless peasant and unskilled ]:thf_:nn:r, he almdnm_ e ]ﬂd anund J
himself in the managerial class of mtn::: sh:ireh-;'::] r;tr:, al e ﬁ,
co-leasers; he thus became one uf.tlu& masters,” W m,ll;m_‘rr.l:.;ndgc;f
well-organized, were able to E.‘Hﬂi‘.l]llsh through 11&&:11’dgu.1 s a s
closed succession in that they decided about the 2 ﬂ‘.ll.’iSl-iJntq :;},cm_
advancement of ap]'.nrc:nric.cs, T.ﬂ call Hans Luder a P{.i?hi.lﬂ 7 s
fore, shows either sentimentalicy Lor l:ﬂﬂ[f!l_'l'lpt, He ?’rﬂb an 4 t};
small industrialist and capicalist, first worki.ng to j:am FHT;?E,iﬁed
invest, and then guarding his investment _wrrh a kind uq C a&;um_
ferocity. When he died he lefr a house in town and 1250
Huiii{unllder to achieve all this, young Hans and his wi_l"e undnu.brtn}-:iv \
had to work extremely hard and be meticulously thrifry. It was this

sitting at his well-appointed meals, p_rzcticnll}e dn:ta'lclng _hfs_ fﬂrm;:ﬁ
Tischreden to the up::mnnu:hcd children and quly—t.‘irntmh o
dents, boarders, and friends—was fond of glal_nm':;r.lmg as a 1‘:4'.:'.;:: e
ridden childhood, in the same breath dermunclmg his tr:::ch:.n"ar c.u,r—_]
lincss and the monastery’s r.(rrrupt[lnn. The image of a ;Lr? pm:-': ',
and intensely unhappy childhood is thus based on Luther's uw".
|:1t;:: cr:,lr:fbt stated too emphatically that Luther, the puh.lm ﬁg;l_n:,
is not a very reliable reporter on Martin, the child, or the I:.'Eruhf L;-'E
young man. Reporter of facl:?, I mean. B"T’ then, nn;..rfaumh'-mgngm_
cal account of a person’s c!uldl:qnd requires a ]ae:... m] t It;L: -
scious motto guiding the repression of some items and the sp
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selection of others. Psychoanalysis realized early that all memories
must pass through a number of screens; because of these screens,
earlier years appear in a haze which distorts form and modifies color.
The period of language development forms one screen; going to
school (the post-oedipal period) another. To these we must add
the period of the completion of identity development ar adolescence
whigh results in a mfmivc Hluriﬁcﬂ.ti::n af :sun]w of the md]:vv:l.;':f-]l'-sr
constituent elements, and repudiation of others. In the life of a man
like Luther (and in lesser ways in all lives), another screen is
SErazﬂgJ}-' suggested: the beginning of an official identity, the mo-
fnent when life suddenly hEt'trTu:,_‘:ti__!..'l_ifZ!ﬁ;!Ph}{._,JItl _m::r::,: ways, life
began for Luther all 6ver again when the world grabbed Eag:e:'lv at
his ninery-five theses, and forced him into the role of rcl:}ul,f re-
former, and spiritual dictator. Everything before that then became
memorable only insofar as it helped him to rationalize his disobedi-
ences. Maybe this motivation is behind most 'Eth.t:m]:rs at ]lismrif}'ing
the pasr,

Luther's parents were simple folk, to be sure: hard, thrifty, and
superstitious—but most of all, Hans Luder was an ambitious man,
This ex-peasant, who had to yield his father’s farm and fortune,
made his wife go and gather firewood in the forest—one of the
items which has impressed hi:]gm}:hun:. Bur anvbody who has
wandered in a German forest knows that when Luther's mother
carried firewood from the feudal forest she was exercising a cus-
tomary privilege which did not mark her as destitute. He also made
his son go to Latin school and to a university, and expected him
to become a Jurist and, maybe, a Hm*rg:-nnfr'f:l'r, For this, no price
was too high, and money was available. In this family framework—
a past to be lived down and a future to be started then and there,
:.md at any cost—we must view the scant data on Luther's upbring-
ing, sometimes surer of the forces than of the facts,

At7is always difficult to ascertain from historical works which of
1e over-all political and economic changes that stand our so clearly
n retrospect were central to a particular individual in a particular
Jreglan—central to his conscious hopes and worries, and central to
',Ihis unconscious aspirations and adaptations. The Holy Roman Em-
|pire and the medieval papacy of Hans Luder’s time were invigorated
fand threatened by the same combination of technological and po-
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litical developments which beset the empires of today. These were
and are: Mastery over geographic space: then the globe was being
::ira:u;.-m-.v..'i-g?a-rc‘-.'[ by water routes which opened new continents;
now the conquest is by air and space-ship. __[?ggr;grg_r_m’::ariun: t_hcn
printing was being developed; now we have television ard™fice the
problems involved in the amplified and cheapened power of the
image and the voice, Holy wars: then the attempts to contain or
destroy the world of Islam, and the struggle against the gradual
senetration of medieval lmrning 1_;-}- the ]_!ll!ili]hﬁl]hjﬂii[ and scientific
ideas of the Arabic thinkers; today the wars of economic ideologies,
with a similar interpenetration of scientific ideas and social values.
Technology: then the transition from feudal land ownership to the

accumulation of money by an international banking and business

class. and the involvement of the Church itself in internanonal
finance; now the emergence of an industrial civilization, and the in-
volvement of government itself in the race for atomic power.
Armnament: then the supersession of chivalry and man-to-man com-

—— . 5
bat by fire-power; now armed services made obsolete by the tech-

nicians of space war, _'J;l':is brief list characterizes some of the huri.—i’
zons of the medieval world 45 we recognizé them now; every one|
of these developments had ramifications for the course of Luther’s |
life. How LitcleheWwis aware of some of them 15 indicated In E'J.isJ
table talk. B ut o4 —

& communication of news h}' its very methods of legendizing
and advertising tends to make universal news unreal for the indi-
vidual—until universal r:h:mgu hits the marle: pl:tce, Main Street, and
the home. The comman man is apt to set his faith on what he can
ENCOMpPAsS with his ;u‘:’:n.'im:l:il mind and do something about in his
daily chores. This is the source of his search for smaller and often
re:u*[i:mar}' entities which will keep the world together, maintain
sensible values, and make action rewarding. Of the late medieval
world in which Hans Luder lived, anne'-,' says:

Its primary unit had been the village; and the village, a community of
agrarian shareholders forrified by custom, had repressed with a fury of
virtuous unanimity the disorderly appertires which menaced its rraditional
routine with the evil whose same is Change. Beyond the village lay the
greater, more privileged, village called the borough, and the brethren of
borough and guild had turned on the foreign devil from uvpland and
valley a face of flint. Above both were the slowly waking nations. Na-
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A clinician can and should make a connection between global oc- |
currences and certain small town items recorded in the records of
pansfeld. Hans Luder had a brother in Mansfeld who was called
Lirtle Hans. The brothers had been baptized Gross-Hans and Klein-
Hans, which paired them in a possibly significant way for Martin.
Ar any rate, Little Hans followed Big Hans to Mansfeld, while
their other two brothers stayed in Thuringia; one took a landed
wife, and the other, the father's farm. Little Hans was a drunkard,
and when drunk, violent and quick with the knife. Some sources
suggest that his court record 15 blackest when Maron was between
five and ten years old, usually years of heightened values in a boy
with a sensitive conscience. Other sources add that the uncle arrived
in town just when Martin left for boarding school. In any case, his
infamy must have prcr:cdcd him; and the very existence of such a
brother whom scandal (maybe even murder) eventually brought
to town must have underlined for Big Hans the danger of losing
his own hard-won position—and this especially because he himself
apparently had a towering temper, and was, in fact, supposed to
have killed a shepherd before coming to Mansfeld. Any such killing
must be viewed in the light of a then greater leeway for a citizen's
taking the law in his own hands; yet it must also reflect a feeling !
which Luder the home-owner would want to contain, which means
that he would have to express some of his native fury, thus diverted |:
from potential enemies, in the home itself, |

Martin, as we know from his outbursts in later life, had inherited ‘
his father’s temper with interest, mit Zins und Zinseszinsen. And yet, _
in his childhood and youth this temper was stmngﬁl}-' dormant., Had i
his father beaten or scared it out of him? Much speaks for this as- [
sumption. At any rate, we must add Little Hans to the concept of
“dirty peasant™ in the list of possible negative identities: as an evil
uncle (who according to his name was a minor edition of the |
righteous father), he was a constant reminder of a possible inheriref
curse which potentially could lead to pmlv&tari:e:atiun if there werl ]
any relaxation of watchfulness, any upsurge of self-indulgent
impulse. Every clinician has seen over and over again how a parcnt’:a
fear that his child may turn out to be just like a-particular uncle o
aunt can drive the child in that Very direction, especially if the| ¥
warning parent himself is not an especially good model, Luther's

_father became a model citizen, but at home he seems to hawve iE:I
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| g

¢ dulged in a fateful two-facedness. He showed the greatest temper in
I his attempts to drive temper out of his children. Here, [ think, is
the origin of Martin's doubt that the father, when he punishesyot,
| is really guided by love and justice rather than by arbitrariness and
{ malice. This early doubt later was projected on the Father in
{ heaven with such violence that Martin's monastic teachers could
| not help noticing it. “God does not hate you, you hate him," one
{ of them said; and it was clear that Martin, searching so desperately
| for his-ewn-justification, was also seeking a formula of eternal jus-

| tice which would justify God as a judge.

Peasants they were not. But miners are by no means released
from soil, dirt, and earth. In fact, they attack the earth more directly
and more deeply. They rape and rob it of its precious substance
without cultivating its fertile cooperation through care, work and
prayer. This rapacious activity, plus the constant danger of being
crushed by a mere squecze of the carth’s insides, make miners prone
to primitive superstition, for they are, at all times, exposed to indi-
vidual chance, both lucky and disastrous. The miners of Thuringia
thus are reported to have been even more superstitious than the
peasants; and the Thuringian peasant to this day remains the most
superstitions in Germany. Into this kind of miner's world Hans
Luder was forced to go in his early twenties; the work-ideology
and cosmology he acquired there dominated Martin's early years.
The saying that all is not gold that glitters has a fateful meaning
for the miner; it is his job to look for that which glirters, look for it
with avaricious but disciplined attention which allows him to avoid
wrong leads and recover quickly from disappointment. In those
days, of course, the avarice which might make the miner look too
eagerly and so doubly fail was attributed to the devil. “In the
mines the devil vexes and fools people, and makes apparitions before
their eyes so that they are quite sure they sce a big pile of ore and of
solid silver where there is nothing.”* The feeling that some glis-
tening pile might turn out to be dirt or worse may have been such
a basic and constant superstition that we may have to learn to
recognize it in the father's general suspicionsness, and even in his
later admonitions to his ordained son that in the most resplendent
manifestations of divinity he had better be on the lookour for
“ghosts.” And Martin, having almost literally absorbed such super-
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stitions with his 1_'r|mh|.-r‘_~; milk (for the mother is said to have |
the more superstitious parent, though she put greater cm};lnsi ."51:!1
benevolent magic), may never have been able not to I.:c:]I;x-? ["-IT
Ifﬂthur when he invoked the sinister wisdom of those who “.‘Lkil'\
in the hnwf.-]_s of the earth. Even a few days before his death, I :,:h{.fl-
SaW Ihl:{ devil sitting on a rainpipe outside of his window 1;'! e &
]u:s_ behind to him. Such “reality” always cxisted for him~ 11-: Emb-l'“ﬁ
ﬁ!ir;mfl:ln:: and St Augusrinc, St. Paul -.uid the Sl;.n'[1tur|:q T
uther praised radical suspiciousness as e %
“work, hcr}:sc, and n:-.rmn.'l'[ Ii-ll?::l?;:]r:\:i t;iafurgr?;m}?“r.ﬂ{ 5 l'|‘1;1_|'|'5
: ! 2 n is fraught wicl
unfathomable danger; this, plus his background of the miner'’s ¢ :
stant fear of catastrophe, gave Luther’s work an orientation l'f-} L-.”n.;i
S'||L|.|.||:n death, and thus a constant alertness toward tih: 3 {-‘-'rl?‘l'
which might have to be faced at any moment. Kierke mrd]{:ﬂ_g:uur_r:
t|1;1.r Luther always spoke and acted as if Iig]uni:m]::-.-lc:-.; le_.u 3
strike behind him the next moment. He was referrine 1-_.; fmr t.u
to the mysterious thunderstorm considered the rcw‘cﬁ-‘tr:Jn'L;;:::;!

of Luther's decision to become a monk. Yet an excessive cxpe:;rurilﬁf"n'
- -‘Il"s"'

ment, wis p f Marti d fi II J!
t, was part of Martin's world long before thar thunderstorm/ {1
—

of catastrophe, an all-too-anxious wish to be ready for the judg-
and it may have made that storm what it became
: Rather late in his life, Luther could say “Afﬂnv regions
m.||s|l;i.t|:'d by devils; Prussia is full of 1hcm"r—lone of his %‘“ l-'ib g
Elnhl.llimlls to the study of national characrer. The fact is tianTLE 1,‘:I“”-
like all children of his time, was deeply imbued with the idea :l; ‘TT:
unwcrf:t] presence of spirits in concrete form. One may .r: ¥in
a certain melée of contending spirits on that social frontier on “!:!umle
h_c grew up: the frontier of transicion from the agrarian preoce g
tion “’".‘" mud, soil, and fertility to the miner's preoccu r!tiu;Lu'PnI_
rock dirt, and the chances of a haul; and beyond this t}h‘c me iy
tile aim of amassing metal and money, shiny and vtct"‘dirnr.‘fmn;i
E_l:: su!;]m:t. :Ifj.a a new adventurous and boundless :11.::1:':'1;;: wE{i;:h TJ-:e
mre 2 sh wath ¢ i
mum:,pljjri:;r to crush with all her might—and at the same time to
In his _f:hi]dhﬂml. strange noises made by wind and ware d
strange sights seen in the traitorous t"-i"l'lil_[h} and in the vd:ulcrT o
as a matter of course taken as evidence of that population of d:a- WH%
sent by sorcerers and witches which were peaceable only as | e
one kept an eye on them—that is, as long as one was c'autio:j_sr-lﬁn:j
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demons permitted a persisrcnt. ex-
ernalization of one’s own unconscious thoughts and prr.tr:f.:!.lscmus
impulses of avarice and m*.t]icr:l, as \.wcl] M. th;?ugt.us :im:;.:c:\:u]t
suspected one's neighbor of having. The externa |_?.:1t:ug f. 1 -,bﬂf
bor's thoughts probably more ﬂfn::n thnn_. n?: mw_:u]h c. iui:;]:z:;n o
the subjective and the objective: if a neighbor, ? hose ;. m,fE i
sonality and activities are knnwn—tn]thﬂugih of C‘-“tll’ﬁ':,th.t b
secret 'ﬂmughts—sccnm ingent on h_l:::.ng hnrmlfui, ltd rnt..tlnsr ?J:LL ;
the entirely unfair help of some spirits, he will 1’:_:1 aw a]], “ﬂ o g
to me thu;: things which harmless 1 may only impotent :..r‘ \.L-:II.T: to
do to him. In all magic thinking, the unknown and ic um.rrms:c}uus
meet at a common frontier: murderous, ‘-Hiu_tfﬂf’ﬂ'-l»f-n or 3']&11;2;::3
wishes, or sudden moods of meinnch?i}r or fmlunfs,s. are a e
+ evil-wishing neighbors. Sexual phantasies, too, can thus
upan e 3y o R rnal events, such as an all-too-
be treated as extraterritorial. L\'cp sexua FI I
vivid dream, or a neighbor in one's bed, can bf.' lamed :trr iivdy
sneaky habit of lying underneath ﬁchplng men, U.r {:1“.. ?Eﬂ-”{:.m I:.:
ing women: Unter oder oblegen, in Luther's words;
[ i b oy
:m:f;ué:il; :E{:;sl?: :;T:l;}'g;f your conscience and your reu_sf;n a::
. irvive or foxv enough to let It pass. If they are too developed,
il ® 1 came to bother Luther; how could you
the scruple appears which came to : i S e
know (once you were incautious enough En u._;m'cd e
ther you had desired and aberted what :!I'L-u.t._:1.11'[.:;‘:':}::l ¥ g
were not conscious—well, not quité CONSCIOUST r, on :__: -
hand, in those rare moments when you were qtlillltic _-::nnsfr_:.uusr:{mn:;
vently alert and full of good conscience, how u{ ';:i]u c:l::irm g
that this very excess of goodness was not a Trughild, a g

_the- devil?
{~ It is tempting to treat
Jland to pity the people whi

suspicious enough. The belief in

these superstitions as primitive obsessions,
o did not know any better and who must
{*have felt haunted. Bur we should not nvcrh_n_:k the fact that WIt'hIE
. n—that is, to the extent that the superstitions were not J:.tflhu'll:l:
1 ¢ anxiety—they were a form of collective
In a world fﬁﬁnf—ds‘rﬁt?ﬁ"?m may even
“have served as a source of security, for_they _:nukc t}1rdul}fn|er_fnr
familiar, and permit the individual to say to his fcnrs_unl u:]:_1__ |.r_'l'_ﬁ,
[ see vou! I recognize you!” He can even tell others what he saw
e v ng reasonably free, by a contract

q50 :
by mass p‘il.:llit_' and neurotl
mastery of the unknown.
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between like-minded, of the aspersion that he imagined things out ;;.?
depravity or despair, or that he was the only one to be haunred,
What else do we do today when we share our complexes, our coro- \
naries, and our communists?

Nor was the world entirely left to evil spirits by any means.
Corresponding to the population of demonic middlemen between
man and the worldly underground was an ever-increasing number
of mediators berween him and heaven: the angels and the saints,
the heavenly aunts and uncles, more human, more accessible, and
more understandable than the fm'hidding Trinir}r. As every man had
his angel, so every disease and misfortune had its saint who, strangely
enough, was often assumed to create the very disease which he
could cure—maybe in order to maintain himself in an increasingly
competitive market, for all those saints had their separate altars
where, for a price, their services could be solicited. The miners had
one major and several ancillary saints, St. Anne, the mother of the
mother of God, was Hans', as well as Martin's, dbgott—a strange
term, for it means “idol,” and indicates the persistent trend in
Catholic communities to focus florid idolatry on a saint and a solid
image in a solid church, and leave the rest of religion to the pro-
fessionals. St. Anne watched over the miners’ health, and protected
them against sudden accidents; but she “is especially dear because
she does not come with empty hands, brings mighty goods and
money.” We will hear of St. Anne in the hour of Martin's revelatory
decision.

According to the characterology established in psychoanalysis,
suspiciousness, obsessive scrupulosity, moral sadism, and a preoccu-
pation with dirtying and infectious thoughts and substances go
together, Luther had them all. One of Martn's earliest reported
remarks (from his student days) was a classical obsessive statement:
“the more you cleanse yourself, the dirtier you get.” * On the other
hand, we have already quoted his victoriously humorous treatment
of the sow in her bed of manure. Some understanding of this part
of his personality can be gained on the basis of a hypothesis I would
like vo offer, which is founded on work with obsessive patients and
also on the study of preliterate societics. That the devil can be
completely undone if you manage to fart into his nostrils is only
ane of those, shall we say homeopathic, remedies which Luther, un-
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doubtedly on the basis of a homegrown demonology, advocated all
of his life. His method is hased on beating the devil with his own
weapons; and it suggests the hypothesis, which cannot be substan-
tiated at this point, that the devil and his home, and feces and the
recesses of their origin, are all associated in a common underground
of magic danger. To this common underground, then, we may
assign both the bowels of the earth, where dirt can become precious
metal (by means of a magic process which the alchemists tried to
repeat experimentally in their laboratories above ground), and
also that innermost self, that hidden “soul ground” (Seelengrund)
where a mystical transformation of base passions can be effected.
In dealing with this layer of primitive thought, and also with the
people among whom it has created a living folklore, it is necessary
to re-evaluate the meanings of dirt in its mincral and vegetable forms.
It is less necessary (although it helps) to study so-called primitives,
or those among us who fall victim to our common bur usually
unconscious proclivity for equating dirt and preciousness which is
expressed in many neurotic symptoms and in such colloquialisms
as “paydirt.” Anyone who has worked in mining areas or in coal-
and steel-minded communities like Pittsburgh must be aware of the
double evaluation of “smog” for instance; [ am speaking of the
henest productive black smog of concentrated industry, not the
smog thrown off by automobile exhausts, The older Pittsburghers
were originally east- and south-European peasants, and in their
old country mud turned into ground, and ground into mud, and the
process assured fertilicy. In this country smog, or at any rate, smoke,
meant productivity; not only employment, but also the continuous
manufacture by which the nation’s steel was produced. The sky
was blue and the rivers were clean only during shutdowns and
strilces: the cleanliness was a reminder of a deadly vacuum and a
possible final stoppage of production. Those modern Pittsburghers
who undertook to make Pittsburgh clean had much support from
applauding strangers who pitied Pittsburgh as a national Cinderella;
they had little support from those immigrant familics to whom
smoke and grime had become an aspect of home.

One of the psychiatrist’s observations throws some light on the
particular milicu in which Luther's basic infanrile experiences took
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place. “Luther's family,” hc_ writes, obviously on the bn_sis of his
background studies, “occupied a narrow dark ]mulsc wllrh a f_m;r
small and low rooms, badly lighted and I:rzd_l}-' aired, in which
parents and -children were huddled together; it is also probable that
all or most of the family, that is, of both sexcs, slept ll'ngEIIlEJ.', naked,
in onc broad alcove.” * Reiter suggests that tije hc].i' IMarnn, a?rea:}:,r
made sleepless by corporal punishment—a point wlfm.:h we wlll. dis-
cuss presently—thus had ample uppurmnir}-' {0 FECEIVE F}udll}rl stmm-
lation and to witness sexual acts—and, we may add, Ibirl:h, %mknclss,
and death. Those who wish to belictle the contribution r}:f infantile
traumata to Luther's personality usually at this point Imvoka the
statistical repudiation that this Eil'{_'l.llﬂtil‘ﬂl'lf.fﬂ‘ was t_'!r’FIICﬂl for nE =
similar households, and, therefore, is unspecific. Yet this mhservan&y J,1
and imaginative boy, inclined to rumination about the namre o A
things and God's justification in having arranged them thus, ma}'ﬁ'ft' .
well have suffered—eall it neurotically, call it sennttvcl_}-‘—undtn‘_
observations which leave (or, indeed, make) others dull. At any
rate whatever happened in this boy's dreams and in his 11a!t'-dr'1°::|.m,s,
and was sensed and heard in sleep and half-sleep, b:ﬁ:ttt]c_nc:nl}r;
associated with the sinister dealings of demons and of the devil him+
self; while some of the observations made at night may have put the
father's moralisdc daytime armour into a strange sadistic light,
Some biugraphers-smtﬂ without hesitation that Luther's fat!1r:r-
beat into him that meuund fear of authority and those pervading|
streaks of stubbornness and rebelliousness which allegedly caused!
Luther to be sickly and anxious as a boy, “sad” as a youth, scrupus;.
lous to a fault in the monastery, and beset with doubts and depres-
sions in later life; and which finally made him pursue the question
of God's justice to the point of un[ca.shing.a religious revolution.
The professor will have none of this. To hjm.‘ “prayer _and work,
discipline and the fear of God” are the four pill:trs_ﬂf Wi.:ii']l’ll'[.]; and
while Luther's father may have been a bit less discerming in the
choice of means and a bit more hot-blooded than he might have
been, his motives were those of Proverbs 13:24, and his aim the
son's moral well-being, intellectual perfection, and civie uilva@:c-
ment. Wacker Gestrichen is the pm[rzssnr's term for what we rngn:
call a lusty caning. He is right, of course, in puiming_mu that other
boys were caned as Luther was; and, indeed, Ltfﬂu_:r himself seems to
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emphasize the universality of such discipline when he frequently
refers to the monotonous drumming of canes in his home and in
school,

However, the professor’s statistical approach to a given effect—
the assertion that the cause was too common to have an uncommon
effect on one individual—is neither clinically nor biographically
valid. We must try to ascertain the relationship of caner and caned,
and see if a unique element may have given the common event a
speciﬁc nm:ming.

Two statements of Luther's are frequently quoted: “My father
once whipped me so that I ran away and felt ugly toward him until
he was at pains to win me back.” “My mother caned me for stealing
a nut until the blood came. Such strict discipline drove me to a
monastery although she meant it well.” ¥ In spite of this last remark,
Bainton, whose translation is quoted, does not think that these
whippings aroused more than a “flash of resentment.” M;m}: authori-
ties on Luther, making no attempt at psychological thinking, judge
this matcer of }11mishmcnt either to be of no importance, or on the
contrary, to have made an emotional cripple of Martin, It seems
best however, to outline a framework within which we may try to
evaluate these data.

In my profession one learns to listen to r:x:lctl}r what penple are
saying; and Luther's utterances, even when they are reported
secondhand, are often surprises in naive clarification, The German
text of Luther's reference to the whipping incidents of which I
quoted Bainton's translation, adds, to the report of the whipping:
“dass ich ibn flobe und ward ibwm gram, bis er mich wieder zu sich
gewoebnte,” ® These words are hard to render in another language,
and Bainton, from his point of view, saw no reason to ponder them.,
He translated them into what an American boy might have said:
“I ran away ... I felt ugly.” But a more literal translation would
be, “I fled him and I became sadly resentful toward him, until he

gradually got me accustomed (or habituated) to him again.” Thus,
“ich award ibm gram” describes a less angry, sadder and more deeply
felt hurt than “1 felt ugly toward him.” A child can feel ugly toward
somebody for whom he does not specially care; but he feels sadly
resentful toward somebody he loves. Similarly, a parent could be
“at pains to win back” almost an}rbnd}r, and for any number of
reasons; but he would try to reaccustom somebody to himself only
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for the purpose of restoring an intimate daily association. Thf_- per-
sonal quality of that one sentence thu_-';‘ IF#'CI].J':‘ two FTL‘.HL[H w:luc]: (L F
believe) characterized Hans' and Marun's rc:]inmn.nlnp. Martin, even
when mortally afraid, could not really hate bis father, he _cu_u_l_u_l. only|, |
be sad: and Hans, while he could-not let thc_buy come t‘l:rHE,1ﬂ!_1l_:I whs W
murderously angrjr at times, could not let him gu_fﬂr {rJ:.'.'g. They Had

a mutual and deep investment in each other which nefther of Eh.cm-
could or would abandon, although neither of them 1.=fl':1:;_:3blc to br.mg

it to any kind of fruition. (The reader may feel thu-. interpretation
places too big 2 burden on one sentence; but we will find further
support in the whole story as we E.H'I:'H;E.'.l:lj.:} '

[ know this kind of parent -child relutmnsl;m.p all oo well from
my young patients. In the America of [Dd:l.}-‘_ it is ubun]l_y‘llhc mother
whose all-pervasive presence and brutal dccmv.cr'.m»' of Judg-_me:_n_
although her means may be the sweetest—precipitate the child into
a fatal struggle for his own identity: the child wants to be hilcmcd
by the one important parent, not for what he does and :lCCGﬂ]PhSE'I.‘l‘.‘.S_.
but for what he #s, and he often puts the parent mj'nurml tests. The
parent, on the other hand, has selected this one vr;hud,lhccauw: of an
inner affinity paired with an insurmountable outer distance, as the

articular child who must justify the parent. Thus the parent asks
only: What have you accomplished? and what have }'nuldunc fu:rr
me? It is my contention that Luther’s father 1:].1:;::.;1 this role in
Martin's l'sfc:am! so jealously that the mother was i._:r.:|tpﬁl'_‘d far more
than can be accounted for by the mere pattern of German house-
wifeliness. )

I said that Luther could not hate his father openly. This state-
ment presumes that he did hate him undn:rnlen:h. .!}ﬂ we have any
proof of this? Only the proof which Iilc:s in action delayed, and
delayed so long that the final ::.\'p]lnsion hits nonparticipants. In later
life Luther displayed an cxt!‘surdwnrf ab1i.1|:y to hate qyiclfl.}.r and
persistently, justifiably and unjustifiably, with pungent (!]gﬂJ.L;,’ and
with utter vulgarity. This ability to hate, as well as an inability to
forgive those who in his weaker years had, to his mind, Eunlds:rc,d
him, he shares with other grear men, However, as we .fnllﬂw his vor-
rured obediences and erratic disobediences in later life, we cannot
help asking what made it impossible for him to ar.lcnst cvafie this
father (as another brutalized son and later emancipator, Lincoln,
did, sadly yet firmly), and even within the paternalistic system of
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those days eventually leave him aside, make compromises, and get his
way. Erasmus, and Calvin, and many lesser people, met their crises in
:I::f}'iug their father's wills, but settled them somehow without
1 making their rebellion the very center of their self-
I have so far mentioned rwa trends in the relario
Hans and Martin: 1) the father's driving
was threatened by something (maybe e
past, and by a feeling close to murder
inside; and 2) the concentration of the father’s ambition on his
loldest son, whom he treated with alternate periods of violent harsh-
(Iness and of hahituuring the son to himself in 5 manner which may
well have been somewhat sentimental—q deadly combination,
=would add to these trends the father's display of righteousness,
1 Hans seems to have considered himself the Very conception, the
I Inbegriff, of justice. After all, he did not spare himself, and fought
14 his own nature a5 ruthlessly as those of his children. But parents
are dangerous who thus take fevenge on their child for whar eir-
cumstances and inner compulsion have done ro them; who misuse
one of the strongest forces in life—true indignation in the service
of vital values—rq justify their own small selves, Martin, however,
seems to have sensed on more than one occasion thar the father,
behind his disciplined public identity, was possessed by an angry,
and often alcoholic, impulsiveness which he loosed against his
family (and would dare loose only against his family) under the
pretense of being a hard taskmaster and righteous judge.

The fear of the father's anger, described as constant by some
biographers, included the absolure Injunction against any back-rall,
any Widerrede. Here again the fact thar only much later, and onl
after an attempt to serew down the lid with
silence, did Marrin become one of the biggest and most effective
back-talkers in history, forces us to ask whar kept him silent for so
long. But this was Martin: in Latin school he was caned for usin
the German language—and later he used thar language with a
vengeance! We can deduce from what burst forth later thar which
must have been forced to lie dormant in childhood; this may well
have included some communality of experience with the mother,
whose spontaneity and imagination are said to have suffered at the
side of Hans Luder,

"This much, I think, one can say about the paternal side of Martin’s

justification.

nship between
economic ambition, which
ven murder) done in the
which he always carried

the rules of monastic

1 '§
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el

ood di ced with : X wde-questionable use
childhodd dilemma. Faced with a father who ]r'I:HI: e _i‘.!u e )
of his brute superiority; a father who had at iua_tlnpm.l the tech-
niques of making others feel morally inferior without being quite

S ; 5 Sarit whom he could™
able to justify his own moral superiority; a father to

not ger close and from whuml he could 114.'31. g!:r nwﬂ{-_.fuw{: ‘M:llj
such a father, how was he going to suh:_ml: Et_r]}_uuf. LT EMase
lated, or rebel without-emasculating the father? : o

Millions of hu}':i face these pmtlmlr:m.l; and .l;u]vc_]r Ju:mlfu'nf ::l:mj
way or another—they live, as (::il][ul.]l Ahab says, with ha | o : 1eir
heart and with only one of their Iungs: :{nd rI'!c: waorld 15 the w :;lrs:;
for ic. Now and again, however, an im.lurniu::l is called upt_lrn {cv?{he{
by whom, only the TElﬂUlUE{_i.:‘l:Lﬁ .Cl?lm. to lcnuw,. \:m]d :Iv tw.;a.;;
only bad psychologists) to lift his individual pnm,n:lmu 1::1 t :
level of a universal one and to try to solve for all what he could no
solve for himself alone,

Luther’s statement of the maltreatment received at the ham.iﬁf ;;f
his mother is more spcuiﬁc; however, w!mtcvcr 1'::5.'n.nl:‘n.winthhg,} G_E._
against her was never expressed as tl"ﬂmﬂtlﬁﬂ!_l]r_'_‘i.l.ﬁ_‘ﬂ_r;ﬂélllb at e.r: '1_;1.;::;
which took the form of a burning doubt of divine ngiyrggl_snﬂmiw
Madonna was more or less gently P.Il:-r'hl:i.i out of the way. |.?I1i
lack in Martin and what void in religion were thus created, we wi
d“;:&}::::r; to the statement quoted, it says [har the l:}nri:l::.r ]h:i&t
him “until the blood came™; that this was [”1:. one nut which E:t
prcsumablv stole; and that such discipline Idrmfe him ;lnm the
:mmasrew’." Actually, the German text of this .'il‘ﬂh..']ll(:'l‘_l_tr m:_*l: J:Lq_::
say “into the monastery”'—and, indeed, L:uthcrlncvcr relingquishe
rh;e conviction that it was God who :_nar.h: him go Lnlrlu. the Tuﬂnsreri:r_
In die Meoencherei literally means “lm.:u monkcr}*: 1!1[1; tl-:e mu;l‘;
business, so to .-;Pc:aic. and refers to his mabﬂp{rzr:;n.un.u hr [:e,::.mm
and the scrupu[uus. He j:mpijln:s strongly, t]'_l.cn,l irh.:tf hlllcl : ..‘mhm
was responsible for the exces.-:-sl-.-c,.l:h_c :1::.1rmlc side o .1.‘ e 1;:11;1 t.hc
of his early twenties. “Such dit;mpllmel, hc-wcvn:fr, also rn;: r:.r? tt_‘; e
chera[ d't.:.L*iplilmr_'f methods of his time, not just l:;: rrpma.ln :
mother; while “for one nut"” may well cover, :llthuug_ v.:: m ].ﬂ.m:.'
make too much of it, a complaint v.rlth many ranuﬁ:,.mmnsidu :5
one of a whole series of incidents wtlnch he T__']I:Cd. mrrcn Lntnﬁfﬁ ﬁui;::
to support a certain undertone of grievance in his self-justification,

4
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We may add that if he was being punished for a breach of prop-
erty rights, he may well have found the severity puzzling. Many
children through the ages, like the juvenile delinquents of today
have found incomprehensible the absolutism of an adult conscience
that insists that a lirtle thefr, if not pounced upon with the whole
weight of society’s wrath, will breed many big ones. Criminals are
thus often made; since the world trears such small marters as a sure
sign of potential criminality, the children may feel confirmed in one
of those negaove identry fragments which under adverse circum-
stances can become the dominant identity element. Luther all his
life fele like some sort of eriminal, and had to keep on justifying
himself even after his revelation of the universal justification through
faith had led him to strength, peace, and leadership,

“Until the blood came” (often translated as “Aowed"
a biographical stereotype which, in reading, onc passes over as
lightly as news about a widespread famine in China, or the casual-
ties of an air raid. However, in regard to these larger news irems,
one would, if one stopped to think, detect some subliminal horror in
oneself; but in regard to the blood thus exacted from children
there seems to exist a widespread ambivalence. Some readers feel a
slight revulsion in reading about it, others (and so the users of the
stereotype secm to know), suspect it of being one of those factors
which made the victim a sturdy personality worthy of a biography.
Actually, in Martin's case, the German text only says that “after-
wards there was blood,” which at leasr rakes oun

t of the story that
element of determined bloodthirstiness which the stereotype implies
by the intentional “until.” This whole disciplinary issue calls for a

more general discussion before we send Martin to school
further beatings.

The caning and whipping of children was as typical of Martin’s
time as the public toreure of criminals, But since we are not making
a zoological survey of human behavior, we are not obliged to accept
what everybody does as natural. Nor do we have to agree with

Jthose hardy souls who, looking us straight in the eye, assure us
sthat a pood caning never did them any harm, quite the contrary.
Since they could not escape the punishment when they were chil-
ren, and can not undo it now, their starement only indicates their
;%:_L_:i;cy to make the best of what cannot be helped. Whether or not
it did them any harm is another question, to answer which may call

) has become

and to
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for more information about the role they have come to play in
affairs. :

ad;lt‘itjsh:::::;ntu remember that l:hc. majuri_t}f of men hl:n'c r:;cvcr m}
vented the device of beating children into submission. S ome o

the American Plains Indian tribes were (as I had an cfppor_t;tmt_r_.;l to
relate and to discuss twenty years ago ‘) deeply shocked w .-_1':[-1 they
first saw white people beat their :L'h.lldl'r.:l't. In thmr.bc':v]r;] {E!‘T:ﬂ:
they could only explain such behavior as part ui: an U"rﬂ';’j—:l miss l:
arvf scheme—an explanation also supported by the w ite F:FUF :,Ie.
method of lett ing their babies cry themselves blue in the face. It
all must mean, so they thought, 2 ".I?r'[:]l-calﬂ.;u_llllt‘li wish to 11:I11Prc5
white children with the idea that this world is not .ﬂ E!;:;m]-hp ace n‘i
linger in, and that it is better to look to the uthe-.r_ur nr. uh ar; T;Eb
fect happiness is to be had at the price of having tb:.mrfdu, S
world. This is an ideological ii'lT.Et"Fr[‘CE:luuﬂ... aml_ a shrew cun.c.._hl

interprets a single typical act not on the basis of ”S. b‘.:mE ::iguiacﬂc
cause of a limited effect, but as part of a waorld view. And in ;:l :
we now beat our children less, but we are snll. h:}rr}'mtl:; t v:nt:
through this imperfc:ct world, not so much to get them n?u the |:1+::1.
one as to make them hurry from one good moment to better ones,

i improve, advance, progress. .

m;]l:.:lis atparricui:u' viewfuf hman’s place on this _cnfth, ;m%ic:
the place of childhood within m:m’§ tlnl:ai stfhr;mt_. to inv E-'f'll-: ev ° :
for terrifying children into submission, either by rrfag?c,, ;r t;:.
mental :mEi cnr‘pur{:ai terror. When these terrors are ﬂ.imcmtch "ﬁ.-ll

collective and ritual observances, they can Ihe nssur_ncd to contain
some inner corrective which keeps the individual child from fac:;'lg
life all by himself; they may even offer some cumpcnsan?q_uilui
longingness and identification. SPEC::II] conr:::pt:? of PmP?T (in .
ine the idea that a man can ruin his OWn property i € wm‘; |
underlie the idea that it is enti rely up to the dlsc:rttm_:'. of an indivi ua
father when he should raise the morality of his c.hildrcn by beating
their bodies. It is clear that the Cnnr:lcpt uf {:'.ll-:ll]:l'(!!'l. as prﬂ;lnirr}r
opens the door to those misalliances of 1:1!11L1|51v1ty and Cf?}mPu ILIF?I]-:
of arbitrariness and moral logic, of brutality and haughtiness, w 11r.h
make men crueler and more livr_'cntiu_us T*h"f’ creatures not Frm;‘.r.l. wfl:

the divine spark. The device of beating children du-.a..'n—hf,_ stu!::en:
force, by contrived logic, or by vicious sweetness—ina \c-i. |t$! 3
necessary for the adult to become adule. He need not develop tha
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true inner superiority which is naturally persuasive, Instead, he is
authorized to remain significantly inconsistent and :I.:I'1’J:it|':1T}-‘. or in
other words, childish, while beating into the child the desirability of
growing up. The child, forced out of fear to Pn:n:nd that he is
better when seen than when unseen, is left to anticipate the day
when he will have the brute power to make others more moral than
he ever intends to be himself,

I—![smrimil}-‘, the increasing relevance of the Roman concepts of
law in Luder's time helped to extend the concept of property so
that fatherhood took on the connotation of an ownership of wife
and children. The double role of the mother as one of the power-
less victims of the father's brutality and also as one of his dutiful
assistants in meting out Punishmem to the children My well account
for a peculiar split in the mother image. The mother was pr:rlmps
cruel only because she had to be, but the father because he wanted
to be. From the idculug}-' inherent in such an arrangement there is—
as we will see in Lurher’s punitive turn :Lgn'mst the peasant rebels—
only one psychological and a few political steps to those large-
scale misalliances among righteousness, logic, and brutality that we
find in inquisitions, concentration camps, and punitive wars,

The question, then, whether Martin’s fears of the iudbrmcnt da}:
and his doubts in the justice then to be administered were caused
b}r his father's greater viciousness, or h;.: his own greater scnsirjvit}',
or both, pales before the general problem of man’s exploitability in
childhood, which makes him the victim not only of overt eruelry,
but also of all kinds of covert emotional relief, of devions venge-
fulness, or sensual self-indulgence, and of sl:,,' richteousness—all on
the part of those on whom he is physically and morally dependent.
Some day, maybe, there will exist a well-informed, well-considered,

and yet fervent public conviction that the most deadly of all possible
sins is the mutilation of a child's spirit; for such mutilation under-
cuts the life principle of trust, without which every human act,
may it feel ever so good and seem ever so right, is prone to perver-
sion by destructive forms of conscientiousness,

For the sake of the instructive illustration with which Luther's
life may provide us, it is necessary to keep away from all-too-simple
cauosal alternatives such as whether or not, in Luther's case, a brural
father beat a sickly or unstable son into such a state of anxiety and
rebellion that God and even Christ became for him revengers only—
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Stockmeister und Henker—and not redeemers. As Luthi.;r pura'.ﬁu'_:'
“From childhood on, 1 knew 1 had to tarn pale and be terror-

: len when 1 heard the name of Christ; for I was taught uu.l:,.,
o i sor and wrdthful judge.” 1* The psychiaeest
o ]:crr_‘cn-e him as a Strict and W I_*‘:lTl'll..l._'I ]. ge . .“nllim“ .
and the ]')Iit!bt-—li’.lch for reasons of his '_“"n approach—co .1. _..d 1
starement the quirk of an excessively gifted but unstable n.n ivi lu;]. :
and they bolster their contention with :'cfc.runlccﬁ to duz._&_:_ﬂi,.u(E; 1Eua
logians ‘of the time, none of w hom exclusively IC[]:IP]?I{]:h!!.Lh > r1.l.rz
role as a revenger. And it 1s uln‘ﬂ}us.th-.l'l: I.'.__I.f]';{.:l' 5 hEitL]lLCl‘ltt 15 ]llll:r.l:
p:.-rsun::L influenced as it was by his ‘-‘E‘l"lr'”_’ﬁ”_“:'-' and by lis fm’[_
dectsion to tackle that aspect of the dlsr.‘.q'.slm-n.r}'l and Thlﬁu_m;
atmosphere of his day which had almost cl‘ualwdlhuu. n[Fr w ?].Cq
he felt was enslaving, not, of course, the professional 1:'1. igrignists,
but the common Puupic of whom God had made so many.

We will hear more about the father; we h:i_vu: now all but
exhansted the available references to the nmt]u:.r. We had h.urn:r Pnf:
pare ourselves, right here, for an almost exclusively ma.m:-uhm; brur:r.
Kiurkcgn::rd's comment that Luther invented a rehgu:—:; Lf.u-l t 114:
adult man states the limitation as well as the true extent o u:':t-m.”
theological creation. Luther prm‘iu}ﬂd new elements for tt:.u ; Id;;tu,ru;
male’s identity, and created for him new rr.:lu::;-, .but he Lc}n.t.n uted
only one new feminine identity, the parson's wtfi.:—fmdr rlut sl.ulu:!y
pu:r]mps because his wife, Katherine of ]3:)1':1, cf'c;n:c\.d it mr: thc
game determined unself-consciousness with which she JTII-ﬂ-dL the
great Doktor marry her. Otherwise, the Lu.rlwq.-:m r{'vu!utm.n only
created ideals for women who wanted to be like parsons if they
. 't be like parsons’ wives.

L"':i}::; ti:?Lﬁphe ]nf Katherine and I'u:r_ children, wherever Il.uthcr'ls
influence was fele, the Mother of God (that focus uflw.;;mmi-::.s
natural rcligimn-b}r—hcing—nn-.l-l:::ring-h::} was dcth.rul'_u:ul, at ';,r
refers to her almost sneeringly as one of the female saints wlhn. rf“b_::t
induce a man to “hang on their necks,” or “hold on to cheir skires s
“And because we could never do enough penance and holy \‘:’tu:(.h,
and in spite of it all remained full :!f fr:{u' and n:rru.r f.'lf.] [(wi-::; ;']:
anger, they told us to look to the saints in heaven \'-'h(.i shou!

the mediators berween Christ and us; and they taught us to pray to
the dear mother of Christ and reminded us “_f the breasts whul:h :.-!::Liﬂ
had given to her son 50 that she might ask him to go casy with his
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en standoffish and suspicious toward
is said, was more interested in the
non. It may well be, then, that from

: ed under the father’s '
ality, and gradually became embittered; and there is also ; :]?Lf;gc:::_

w‘:: rT;;E ﬂf u;.cr;l-.:uni sad isolation which characterized young Luther
€ Tound also in his mother, who is eal o
: ; s 15 said to have g i
a ditty: “For me and au sy
y nobody cares
s ¥ y cares. Thar
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a range of both, who did not at one time feel that he wwas like his
mother; but also, that |1ubud}-‘ would discuss women and marriage in
the way he often did who had not been deeply disappointed by his
mother—and had become loath to succumb the way she did ro the
father, to fate. And if the soul is man's most bisexual part, then we
will be Prcp:trcg! to find in Luther both some horror of mystic suc-
cumbing and some spiritual search for it, and to recognize in this
alternative some emotional and spiritual derivatives of lictle Martin's
*‘]n-c-hjm oric” relation to his mother.

Preserved Smith (as pointed out, not a psychoanalyst) introduced
the Oedipus complex into the literature on Luther. The psychiatrist
picks it up, not without (quite figuratively speaking) crossing him-
self before the clinical world: “Maybe an orthodox psychoanalyst
will F‘hmmb}r into Luther's life the trivial outline of a deep and
firmly anchored Oedipus complex which was aroused by a force-
ful and libidinal attachment to the vivacious and, as far as we know,
gifted and imaginative mother, and accentuated by the sinister
harshness of the father toward him, toward the siblings and maybe
also to the mother,” 1 To this, we would reply that most certainly
we would ascribe to Luther an Oedipus cumplcx, and not a trivial
one at that. We would not wish to see any boy—much less an
imaginative and forceful one—face the struggles of his youth and
manhood without having experienced as a child the love and the
hate which are encompassed in this complex: love for the maternal
person who awakens his senses and his sensuality with her ministra-
tions, and deep and angry rivalry with the male possessor of this
maternal person. We would also wish him with their help to succeed,
in his boyhood, in turning resolutely away from the protection of
women to assume the fearless initative of men.

Um'}' a Lm:,r with a prcr:ncinus, sensitive, and intense conscience
would care about pleasing his father as much as Martin did, or
would subject himself to a scrupulous and relentless form of self-
criticism instead of balancing the outer pressure with inventive
deviousness and defiance, Martn's reactions to his father's pressure
are the beginnings of Luther's preoccupation with matters of indi-
vidual conscience, a prc:}trzupu:jun which went far beyond the
requirements of religion as then practised and formulated. Martin
took unto himself the iden!ngicnl structure of his Pan:nts" con-
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sciences: he incorpnratcd his father's sus
mather’s fear of sorcery, and their mumal concern ahout catastro-
Phes to be avoided and high

goals to be met. Larer he rebelled: first
against his father, to join the monastery; then against the Church,
to found his own church—at which point, he succumbed ru"mz_u_f;}'
of his father’s original values. We can only surmise to whar extent
this outcome was Prepared for in childhood by a cumulative rebe]-
liousness and by an ever-so-clandestine hate (for our conscience,
like the medieval God, knows everything and registers and counrs
everything),

This biographieal problem overlaps an historical one: Did Luther
have a right to claim thar his own fear, and hig feeling of being
oppressed by the image of an avenging God, were shared by others?

Was his artitude representative of a pervasive religious atmosphere,
at least in his corner of Christendom? The psychiatrist and the priest
answer definitely not; the professor can dispense with this historical
discussion altogether, since for him, God chose the moment of hig
word to Martin,

These questions can only be answered by a survey like the one
Huizinga made of the waning middle ages in France and the Nether-
lands, in which he described the disintegration of the medieval
identity and the emergence of the new burgher identity on evi-
dence derived from literature and documentary art, In 3 general

way, Huizinga's description must also apply to Martin's time and
place: '

picious severity, his

Ar the close of the Middile

Apges, a sombre mc[an:hnl}r weighs on people’s
souls. Whether we read a

chronicle, a poem, a sermon, a legal document
even, the same impression of immense sadness is produced by them all, Ir
would sometimes seem as if this period had been particularly unhappy, as
if it had left behind only the memory of violence, of coverousness and
mortal hatred, as if it had known no other enjoyment but that of jn-
temperance, of pride and of cruelty,

In the records of al] periods misfortune has Jefe more traces than happi-
ness, Great evils form the ground-work of history, We are perhaps in-
clined to assume withoue much evidence thar, foughly speaking, and

epoch of romanticism, it was, so ro say, bad form 1o praise
life openly. It was fashionable to see only i

COVEr everywhere signs of decadence a
condemn the times or
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.nrtack-in:_j:r the sense of idendry of large masses.
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We briefly outlined above the ex
Luther's times. Bur every expanding opens frontiers, EVErY conquest
exposes flanks. Gun powder and the printing press could be used
against their users; Voyages revealed a world of L'Iisquicrjng cultural
relativities; wider socig) contacts increased the chanees of iden!-::gi-
i cal contamination and of further inroads of plague and syphilis. The
impact of all these Pyrrhic victories, and of the spiritual decline of

the papacy and the fragmentation of the empire, produced both a

1 shrinkage of that official perspective which was oriented toward
eventual salvation, and an increase in the crudity and cruelty of the

means employed to defend what remained of the Church’s power of

persuasion. Thus it is probable that in Martin’s childhood and youth

rI‘acre lurked in the ir_{cniugica! perspective of his world, perhaps just

because the great theologians were so engrossed in scholasticism, a
| world image of man gs nescapably sinful, with a sou] incapable of
! finding any true identity in jes perishable body, This w
implied only one hope: at an uncernin {(and mayhe i
impending) moment, an end would co

| individual the chance (to be denied to
' pity before the only true Identity,
| Divine Wrath.

pansion of earthly space in

orld-image
mmediately
me which might guarantee an
millions of others) of finding
the only true Rr:n[ir:,r, which was

r—"z'fmnng the J'ncre:nring upper urha
merchants, and masters who were t
Mporeant cities, the reaction was
rame the northern Renaissance,

n classes, among the Ppatricians,
1e town fathers of the ever more
developing which eventually be-
These upper classes no more wanted
v to be the emperor’s then growing economic proletariae than they
.;.\_J_Mished to end on the day of judgment as God's proletariar who (as
| ithey CnuId‘ see in the paintings which they commissioned) were to
| |b& herded into oblivion by fiery angels, mostly of Italian extraction.
| This attitude reflected the discrepancy between the era of unlimited
finitiative then dawning and the era coming to an end which subor-
dinated man’s identity on earth to a super-identity in heaven. But
these two eras, all too simply set off against each other as the Renais-
fance and the Middle Ages, corresponded, in fact, to two inner

world moods; their very conflictedness corresponded to man's con-
flicted inner struchire,

“We are far ahead of ourselves, Yer,

we must face the facr thar
“when little Martin lefr the house of |

15 parents, he was heavi!y
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